Xolicc of issuance of Proclamation emancipating slaves in A'tates 
in rebellion on January 1, 18G.'> . 

(6(C) 

BY THR PRESIDENT OP TOE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

A PROCLAMATION. 

I, Abraham Lincoln, President of t he United States or Amer- 
ica, and Coinniander-in-ohief of the Army and Navy thereof, do 
hereby proclaim and declare that hereafter, as heretofore, llie war 
will be prosecuted for the object of practically restoring the con- 
stitutional relation between the United States and each of the 
Stales, and the people thereof, in which States that relation is or 
may be suspended or disturbed. 

That it is my purpose, upon the next meeting of Congress, to 
again recommend the adoption of a practical measure tendering 
pecuniary aid to the free acceptance or rejection of all Slave 
states, so Called, the people whereof may not then be in rebellion 
against the United States, and which Slates may then have volun- 
tarily adopted, or thereafter may voluntarily adopt, immediate or 
gradual abolishment of slavery within their respective limits ; 
and that the effort to colonize persons of African descent, with 
their consent, upon this continent or elsewhere, with the pre- 
viously obtained consent of the governments existing there, will 
be contin ued. 

That on the first, day of January, in ihe year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves 
within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof 
shall then be in relwllioii against the United States, shall be then, 
thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government 
of the United States, including the military and naval authority 
thereof, will recognise and maintain the freedom of such persons, 
and will do no act or acta to repress such |>ersons F or any of them, 
in any efforts ihey nmy make for their actual freedom. 

That the Executive will, on the first duy of January aforesaid, 
by Proclamation, designate the States, and parts of States, if any, 
in which the people thereof respectively shall then be in rebellion 
against the United States ; and the fact that any State, or the peo- 
ple thoreol, shnll on that day bo in good faith represented in the 
Congress of the United States, by members chosen thereto at elec- 
tions wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such State shall 
have participated, shall, in the absence of strong countervailing 
testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that such State, and 



ill.- people thereof, are not thou in rebellion against the United 
States. 

Tlmt attention is hereby rolled to an net of ("ongress, entitled 
"An act to make nn additional Article of War," approved March 
13, 1862, and which act is in the words ninl figure following : 

" Be it enacted bi/ the .Sennte and Hoitx*. of Flepr&tentativcn of the 
United State* of America in Conffress assembled, Thnt hereafter 
the following shall be promulgated as fin additional article of war 
lor the government of the Army oft ho United States, and shall bo 
olHsyed and observed us much : 

"ARTICLE — . All officers or persons in the military or naval 
serviee of the Uniled states are prohibited from employing any of 
the foree-s under their respective oimmands for the* purpose of 
returning fugitives from service or labor who may have escaped 
from any persons to whom such service or labor is claimed to t>e 
due; and any Officer who shall be found guilty by a court-martial 
of violating this ariicle-, shall bo dismissed from tbo service." 

"Sec. 2. And. be it fart her eiiuvted. That this act shall tako elfeel 
froni and after its | 'imago." 

Also, In the ninth and tenth soetions of an act entitled "An act 
to suppress insurrection, lo punish rroason and rclmllion, to seize 
and mnnscate the property of rebels, and for other purposes,'' 
approved July 17, 1SG2. and which sections are in the words mid 
figures following: 

",S»Q. St. And be it furthe.r cimctci. That all slaves of persons 
who shall hereafter he engaged in rebellion again si the govern- 
ment of the United States, or who shall in uny way give aid or 
comfort thereto, escaping from such persons and taking refuge 

within the Hues of the army; and nil slaves captured from such 
persons, or deserted by them and coining under the control of the 
government of the t'nited States; And all slaves of such persons 
round on [or] being within any place occupied bv rebel forces and 
afterwards occupied by tho forces of tho I'nite'd States, shall be 

doomed captives of war, and shall bo forever free of their servi- 
tude, and not again held ns sIuycs. 

*' Sko. lit. And be ilfitvtlier entir.tctl, Tliat no slave escaping into 
any State, Territory, or the District of Columbia, from anv other 
Slate, shall be delivered up, or in apy way impeded or hindered 
of his liberty, except for crime, or some offence against the laws, 
unless Hie person claiming said fugitive shall first make oalh thai 
l lie person u> whom the laborer service OfftUOh fugitive is alleged 
lo be duo is Ins lawful owner, ami bus not borne units against the 
railed States in tho present rebellion, nor in any way given add 
and QotnforJ thereto; and no person engaged in the "military or 
naval service of llie tinted States shall, under any pretence whul- 
f\er, assume lo decide on the validity of tho elaiin of any person 
lo the service or labor of any other person, or surrender up anv 
such pei-son lo the claimant, on pain of being dismissed from the 
service." 

And T do hereby enjoin upon and Order all persons engaged in 
the militJiry and naval service of Mm- I'niled Stales to observe. 



(•boy, rind enforce, within their respective spheres of service, the 
act mid soctions above recited-. 
Ami the Kxoftinive will in duo time recommend thai all citizens 

of the United Statee who shall have remained loyal thereto 

throughout the rebellion .shall (upon the restoration of the consti- 
tutional relation between the United States and their respective 
Suites and people, if that relation shall have been suspended or 
disturbed) be compensated for all losses by aets of the United 
States, including the loss of slaves. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand iind causal 
the seal or the United States to be affixed. 

Done at- the City of Washington, this twenty-second day Of Sep- 
tember-, in the year of our Lord oue'tuousuud eight him- 
[i« s.] dred and sixty-two, and of the independence of the United 
Stales the eighty-seventh. 

A BRA 1 1 AM LINCOLN. 

Ity (he President: 

Wll.l.lA.M II. SKWAIll), 

.Srcir/iin/ nf Slitle. 



